February Tiger Newsletter:

By Sunbright Students: Ashlyn Judy, Producer and Head Editor; Autumn Kennedy, Assistant Editor; Staff: Haley Morgan, Courtney Freytag, Tyler Honeycutt, ReShea Roberts, and Justin Young.

Staff Birthdays in February

Janett Galloway- 3rd
Lesley Spurling- 5th
Juanita Hall- 13th
Adrian Covell- 22nd
Shannon Langley- 24th
Events and Happenings
· Senior night will be on Friday, February 11th before the girls and boys varsity games. Seniors are: Amber Kennedy, Kassie Perkins, and Keisha Adkins.
· Parent- Teacher conference is February 10th from 3:30 to 6:30.
· The High School prom this year will be on April 9th, 2011 at Cumberland State Park in Crossville, TN. Senior tickets are $30. Pictures will be at 6 p.m. 

· Sunbright seniors will be graduating May 19th. The seniors are as follows: Amber Kennedy, Kyle Crass, Aaron Barnes, Hillary Trammell, Billy Burrell, Kassie Perkins, Keisha Adkins, Colton Bunch, Tyler Byrd, Eric Hall, Andrew Henes, Lucas Brock, Nicole Hall, Shawn Wilson, Sean Bowling, Isaac Huling, Timmy Guy, Mary Jordan, Darlene Pyles, L.C. Satterfield, Dustin Parks, Selena Phipps, Lucas Brown, Cody McCann, and Ashley Harris.
· We have started a recycling program at Sunbright School.  Boxes will be put in classrooms in middle school and possibly some high school classrooms for students to recycle. Recycling items will be emptied on Tuesdays and Thursdays during home room. If you have any suggestions or questions, please email Coach Dwight Hamby or speak to one of the Green Peace students. SMS Students will be starting this by the end of February.
· The High School Softball girls are selling Little Caesar Pizza kits. To purchase one, please see a SHS softball player. 

· SMS Cheerleading tryouts will be on March 4.  

Interviews:
Dr. Ed Diden: Director of Morgan County Schools
1. Q. How do you like being in charge of all the schools in Morgan County?

A. “Yes, There is never a dull moment. There are always different situations. Our staff doesn’t visit schools enough, and everything is very challenging.”

2. Q. Why don’t we have more snow days?

A. “Right now we have missed 14 days because of snow. We will be attending school on Presidents Day to even it out. Our county has decided to add on 30 more minutes so we can have snow days every year. Two of the administrative days are snow days, so we have to subtract those.”

3. Q. How is the race to the top money going to help Sunbright?

A. “Schools get $215,000 per year; we have to divide it into 8 schools within the county. We also add additional staff positions yearly. It makes us have better technology and ways to learn.”

4. Q. Do you think Morgan County Schools will use iPads instead of textbooks?

A. “We have someone looking into getting them in 2 or 3 years. Yearly, schools have to spend $150,000- $250,000 to order books.”

5. Q. Do you think we will have snack machines in the future?

A. “My definite answer is no. There is not enough money to support the schools with getting sodas put back in. Pops cause illnesses like diabetes and we’re trying to avoid that.”

6. Q. Do you think you’ll make an appeal to the court to get some of our snow days back?

A. “Since January is not over yet, we maybe could by the state. There are 136 school districts in the state of Tennessee. If there are quite a few districts that do, we possibly could have a few extra snow days.”

Mr. Richard Spurling: School Board Member for Sunbright
1. Q. What do you like about Sunbright School?

A. “Well, I went to the old school and graduated in 76’. Sunbright has great teachers and a fantastic school facility.”

2. Q. If we miss more school because of snow what will happen?

A. “Right now we have used every snow day we had. If it takes going on spring break, then we will. Because we have to have so many days of school before the TCAP tests at the end of the year.”

3. Q. Do you think we’ll have regular soda back into the school any time?

“I don’t know why we shouldn’t. But it’s because of the money situation.”

     4. Q. What type of curriculum do you think will be added in the future? 

     A. “There will be a whole lot more math and science. I don’t think we’ll be adding any extra classes other than that. We will be getting iPads in the future instead of books.”

Mrs. Amanda Kennedy: Pre-School
1. Q. Do you like working with small children?

A. “Yes. Because every day is different with them. They are our future. I really enjoy molding them into tiger fans before they even start into kindergarten.”

2. Q. How is your baby and have you enjoyed your time off with him?

A. “Yes, very much. He is growing like a weed and his name is Keegan Randall. I’ve missed everyone, but it’s hard to leave my baby and come back.”

3. Q. If you could have another job would you?

A. “No. My job would be a stay at home mom if I didn’t work here at the school.”

4. Q. What is your favorite about being a preschool teacher?

A. “I love seeing their excitement on their faces when they learn something new.”

5. Q. Have you ever thought about teaching middle school or high school?

A. “No way.”

Mr. Trey Upchurch: High School Baseball Coach
1. Q. How do you think this baseball season will improve?

A. “We should improve over last year’s record.”

2. Q. Who all new do you have playing?

A. “Derek Miller, Jacob Henes, Bryan Brooks, and Daniel Freytag.”

3. Q. What made you decide to coach baseball?

A. “Sunbright needed a new coach when I started teaching & I love baseball!”

4. Q. Do you feel like your baseball team can make it to the regional tournaments?

A. “Region is probably a stretch because our team is so young. I do believe we can do very well in district tournaments.”

5. Q. Which player/players are you counting on the most?

A. “Baseball is a team sport. It takes everyone working together to succeed.”
Mrs. Joan Walker: Middle School Science
1. Q. Do you think you can get an 8th grade trip organized?

A. “We have tried. The new law is putting too many restrictions on it.”

2. Q. What to 8th grade students need to do in order to support the 8th grade trip?

A. “The supports we need are the funding that is the problem all or not at all go but someone has to pay.”

3. Q. Where would the trip be?

A. “That decision is not completed yet.”

4. Q. How many years have you been teaching at Sunbright?

A. “35 years”

Mr. Aaron Spurling: MS Math and SHS Softball Coach
1. Q. How do you like teaching 8th grade math?

A. “Teaching in middle school is definitely a challenge. Dealing with Mathematics is just second nature to me though. I love to work with numbers and when you enjoy what you do your kids will at least tolerate it. The 8th grade this year is an interesting bunch, but they’re fun.”

2. Q. Do you like teaching 4th grade or middle school better?

A. “I think that middle school is a better fit for my life style of teaching and personality. I know my kids from last year miss me in the halls, but I’m comfortable in middle school- for now anyway.”

3. Q. What made you decide to become a math teacher?

A. “I love the expression a student gets when they learn a concept. That’s what made me want to teach to begin with, and math is my choice because of the concreteness of most of its concepts. I like things to be definitive, and math gives me that.”

4. Q. Will your wife be returning to help coach softball?

A. “My wife will be returning to teach but not to help coach. Our two wonderful kids will keep her busy at home when she’s not teaching. She still gives me pointers from time to time though.”

Mrs. Lynita Loyd: School Nurse
1. Q.  What kind of health tips can you give us?

A. “The main thing is to wash your hands, don’t eat or drink after anyone. You absolutely have to get rest and eat and drink well.”

2. Q. Have you ever gotten sick on the job?

A. “The first year I got sick almost every day.”

3. Do you ever deal with major injuries?

A. “My first day on the job a boy fell down and stairs and broke his arm.”

4. Q. How many years have you been a school nurse?

A. “8 years”

Mrs. Patricia Pace: Guidance Counselor
1. Q. What week is TCAP tests this year?

A. “This year TCAPs are split between 2 weeks. Thursday, April 14th is Reading/Language Arts. Friday, April 19th is Science.

2. Q. Do you have many people come to you every day?

A. “Along with my other duties, I can see 10 to 20 people in one day. Some students need individual counseling, some need career/college advice, and some need help with school work. I am also a resource for teachers.”

3. Q. If you could go back and teach 4th grade and teach would you?

A. “I do miss teaching 4th grade and having the same group of students to bond with, but I love being the counselor. I get to help students of all ages.”

4. Q. Is your job stressful at times?

A. “My job can be very demanding because I am the only counselor for the whole school, but I enjoy the challenge. When I get to help students, it makes all the stress worthwhile.”

Mrs. Donna Roberts: Substitute Teacher
1. Q. How do you like being a substitute teacher?

A. “I really like it because I enjoy being with kids.”

2. Q. Would you ever want to sub at other schools in Morgan County?

A. “No because my child and family are here.”

3. Have you ever been a teacher?

A. “No, I haven’t.”

4. Q. What is your favorite thing about Sunbright School?

A. “I love being involved in the sports here.”
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